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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 12/04/2003fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because the foreign references don't 
have an English translation of the abstract. The specific reference without the English 
abstract is 61-268244 and has not been considered. It have been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the 
merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any 
missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all 
certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 
609.05(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12, 34, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over U. S. Patent No. 4,989,588 to Kubota et al. in view of U. S. Patent 

No. 5,540,702 to Walz. 
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Regarding claims 1-12, 34, and 35 Kubota teaches an endoscopic lithotripsy 
apparatus comprising: an elongated probe which includes a distal end and a proximal 
end, the distal end being to be inserted into a body cavity; an ultrasonic vibration source 
detachably attached to the proximal end of the probe to transmit an ultrasonic vibration 
to the probe in a state in which the proximal end of the probe is connected to the 
ultrasonic vibration source (Col. 12 lines 38-44); ultrasonic vibration source includes a 
Langevin type ultrasonic vibrator to ultrasonically vibrate when a power is supplied to 
the ultrasonic vibrator, and a horn which is connected to the ultrasonic vibrator to 
enlarge an amplitude of the ultrasonic vibration generated by the ultrasonic vibrator 
(Abstract and Claim 2); and the probe and the ultrasonic vibrator are formed on the 
same axis and have cylindrical shapes in which communication holes communicating 
with each other are formed, and the ultrasonic vibration source includes a suction 
device connected to the proximal end of the ultrasonic vibration source so as to be 
capable of automatically sucking a crushed treatment object through the communication 
hole in a state in which the ultrasonic vibration is transmitted to the proximal end of the 
probe from the ultrasonic vibration source (Fig.1 element 27). 

Kubota does not expressly teach the use of a mechanical shock generator and 
magnetic coil, for generation and direction of the shock waves. 

Walz teaches the use of a mechanical shock generator and magnetic coil, for 
generation and direction of the Shockwaves. (Abstract, Fig. 1, Claims 1, 3 and 8) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Kubota with a setup for a mechanical shock generator and magnetic 
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coil, for generation and direction of tlie sliocl^ waves as tauglit by Walz since such a 
setup would result in a more effective disintegration of calculi, since its used in 
conjunction with the vibration source. Without the mechanical shock generator breaking 
the calculi would take a longer time period. 

Conclusion 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SANJAY CATTUNGAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1306. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Casler can be reached on (571)272-4956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRIAN CASLER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3737 
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